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State’s vehicle license system has had 
several glitches since launch in July 


By Dave Orrick 


dorrick@pioneerpress.com 


Depending whom you ask, 
Minnesota’s new computer 
system to handle vehicle 
licenses and titles is either 
mostly working with glitches, 


or barely working with major 


failings. 
Those who say mostly 
working — generally the 


folks in the state Department 
of Vehicle Services and IT 
Services — note that of the 
650,000 transactions the new 
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10 ways Minnesotas new license system isn t working 


system, known as MNLARS, 
has processed since its 
launch in July, the ones that 
have fully failed number in 
the mere thousands — a per- 
cent or 2. 

Those who say it’s one big 
fail have evidence as well. 
Below are some of the exam- 
ples, from the major to the 
mundane — gleaned from 
interviews with and public 
statements by license center 


workers, insurers, car deal- 
ers, state officials, lawmakers 
and regular folks dealing 
with the problems. 


NEW PLATE DELAYS 


This is the big one. Some 
dealers have taken to issuing 
a pair of 21-day temporary 
tabs when someone buys a 
new car — so the customers 
won’t have to reapply for a 
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second one when the new 
ones don’t arrive on time. 


SLOOOOW 
PERFORMANCE 


Some of the delays have 
been attributed to slow per- 
formance of the MNLARS 
software. State officials said 
they believed this issue 
would be taken care of last 
week. Other delays might be 
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attributed to a steep learning 
curve for the new system, 
which operators contend is 
the result of poor training 
and direction from the state. 
But some delays remain 
unexplained, and some peo- 
ple have been waiting since 
July for plates that should 
have come within 30 days. 
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Ready to learn? Then let’s play. 


Shimon’s class have gone back to student choice and learning through play. 


In many 


St. Paul schools, 
kindergarten is 


the new 
preschool as 
teachers use 


By Josh Verges e jverges@pioneerpress.com 


Bruce Vento and 26 other St. Paul Public elementa- 


SCOTT TAKUSHI / PIONEER PRESS 
Sonia Say, left, and Michelle Lloyd read picture books together this month at Bruce Vento Elementary School in St. Paul, where kindergartners in Matt 


half-hour into a mini-lesson on writing, a Bruce Vento kindergartner approached his 
teacher to ask, “Now can I go play?” and then headed off to a shelf with wooden blocks. 
Matt Shimon used to correct his students: “Now you can go work,” he’d say. 
He no longer bothers with the distinction. 


kicked kids out of school for at least a day 408 times 
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Death toll over 300 
as meticulous plan 
becomes apparent 


By Louisa Loveluck 
and Heba Farouk Mahfouz 
Washington Post 


CAIRO — Egypt’s security 
forces were on high alert Sat- 
urday after striking back at 
militants whose massacre of 
more than 300 people at a 
Sinai mosque raised fears of a 
new and bloodier phase in 
the country’s struggle 
against Islamist insurgents. 

Egypt’s state-run Informa- 
tion Service tried to portray 
Friday’s carnage — at least 
305 dead, or about quarter of 
the male population of the vil- 
lage of Rawda — as a sign of 
“weakness, despair and col- 
lapse” among militants opt- 
ing for easy civilian targets 
rather than hitting heavily 
armed security forces as in 
the past. 

But the level of coordination 
and precision by the attack- 
ers gave no obvious sugges- 
tions of a struggling force in 
an area where Islamic State- 
inspired groups have gained 
a key foothold. 

The assault on a mosque — a 
rarity in Egypt — also raised 


ry schools are blurring the lines between school that year — once for every nine kindergartners. concerns over increasing 

< e work and play with a homegrown curriculum called “We had behavior problems constantly coming out threats to the country’s 

more active- “Discovering Our World.” Kids get around 90 min- of kindergarten. It was largely because of the inap- minorities, including the Mus- 
l e , h | utes each day to play — or “actively learn” — at any propriateness of what we were trying to do — not lim Sufi community hit Friday. 
earnin g to e p of several stations stocked with blocks, modeling clay letting kids be kids,” said Bruce Vento principal Scott Survivors and officials 


$ and art, or pretend cooking supplies. Masini, who at the time was assistant principal at described five pickup trucks 

cut behavioral The effort began in 2013 with the realization that Como Park Elementary. carrying up to 30 gunmen — 
bl too many St. Paul kindergartners couldn’t handle the 

pro ems increasingly formal, teacher-led instruction. Schools LEARNING THROUGH PLAY, 6A EGYPT ATTACK, 3A 
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